THE   SHATT  AL ARAB
Government secured its own interests and those of Mr.
W. K. D'Arcy by obtaining from Turkey a formal under-
taking that the D'Arcy Concession would be kept alive
in any districts transferred de jure to Turkey from the
de facto rule of Persia as a result of the arbitral labours of
the British and Russian Commissioners,
The frontier on the Shatt al Arab was of even greater
importance. For over fifty years the frontier had been
held to run down the middle of the main channel, the
medium filum aquae or thai weg; this interpretation was
not entirely consistent with the wording of the Treaty of
Erzerum but was a modus Vivendi of long standing. The
sovereignty of some islands was disputed, for the main
stream had changed its course since I860. The right of
the Persian Government to control navigation was
denied, probably upon good legal grounds, but modern
steamships could not lie as of old in the mouth of the
Karun opposite Mohammerah. They had to anchor in
the main stream and thus dejure in Turkish waters*
A great refinery and oil port was in course of construc-
tion at Abadan; here too, unless some compromise could
be reached, ships with cargoes for or from Persia would
be lying under Turkish jurisdiction.
Finally, the growth of Abadan and of the average size
of ocean-going steamers in Eastern waters, consequent
upon the deepening of the Suez Canal, had brought into
prominence the need for dredging the bar of the Shatt al
Arab, and negotiations between the British and Turkish
Governments to this end were well advanced. Until a
final settlement had been reached nothing could be done
in any of these matters.
With the final settlement (which left the river itself to
low-water mark in Turkish hands, except the anchorages
at Abadan and Mohammerah) Sir Percy Cox and I had
been very closely concerned. We had kept the Foreign
Office folly posted aad Alwyn Parker of the F.O, and
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